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FALL, 2010

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

PHILOSOPHY 360: RATIONALISM

This course will consist in a study of the philosophical school of Rationalism, the main
current of philosophical thought in continental Europe in the 17th century. We will also
touch on related movements of the period, such as Cambridge Platonism. We will pay
particular attention to the metaphysical problems of cause, substance, and mind-body
interaction, and freedom of the will, and will also consider early modern philosophy in its
close relationship with the experimental sciences of the day, in particular with
mechanical physics.

MW 13:15-14:30
Hall 613 SGW

PROFESSOR JUSTIN SMITH
OFFICE HOURS: MW 15:00-16:30
ADDRESS: PR-402, 2100 MACKAY STREET, SGW
TELEPHONE: 848-2424 X. 2504
E-MAIL: JUSTISMI@ALCOR.CONCORDIA.CA

REQUIRED TEXT:

Roger Ariew and Eric Watkins (Eds.), Modern Philosophy: An Anthology of Primary
Sources (Hackett).

Available at Concordia University Bookstore.

MEANS OF EVALUATION:

• Two midterm exams consisting in short answer and essay questions (20% each).
• One final exam consisting in short answer and essay questions (30%).
• One final paper of 5-7 pages on an assigned topic (20%).
• Class attendance and participation (10%).

GRADING POLICY:

A A grade in the ‘A’ range indicates that the student has done truly superior work,
that he or she has not only thoroughly mastered all of the material, but also shows
a true and rare talent in her or his engagement with it. Typically, only one or two
A+ grades will be given in a semester.

B A grade in the ‘B’ range indicates that the student shows an above-average, but
not rare and exceptional, grasp of the course material.  A grade in the ‘B’ range is
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a grade that indicates solid work by a dedicated student, even if in certain respects
it shows room for improvement.

C A grade in the ‘C’ range indicates satisfactory work, while at the same time
showing room for considerable improvement.

D A grade in the ‘D’ range is assigned to students who have completed a bare
minimum of the course requirements, but who show no great talent for, and
typically no interest in, thinking, writing, and talking about the subject at hand.

F An ‘F’ indicates that the student has not done the required course work, or has
done it with such a degree of indifference that he or she may as well have not
done it.

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES:

September 8. Introduction: What do we mean by ‘modern’?

September 13. The Scientific Revolution: Galileo, The Assayer (excerpts); Francis
Bacon, Novum Organon (excerpts).
September 15: Class cancelled (to be rescheduled).

September 20: Class cancelled (to be rescheduled).
September 22: Class cancelled (to be rescheduled).

September 27: René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy. Meditation I.
September 29: Descartes, Meditations II and III.

October 4: Descartes, Meditations IV and V.
October 6: Descartes, Meditation VI. First Midterm!

October 11: Thanksgiving Day. No Class!
October 13: Descartes, Passions of the Soul (excerpts).

October 18: Nicolas Malebranche, The Search after Truth (excerpts).
October 20. Malebranche, Search (continued).

October 25: Baruch Spinoza, Ethics, Part I.
October 27: Spinoza, Ethics, Part I., continued.

November 1: Spinoza, Ethics, Part II.
November 3: Spinoza, Ethics, Part II, continued.

November 8: Anne Conway, Principles of the Most Ancient and Modern Philosophy
(excerpts).
November 10: Henry More, The Immortality of the Soul (excerpts).

November 15: Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Discourse on Metaphysics. Second Midterm!
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November 17: Leibniz, Discourse (continued).

November 22: Leibniz, Correspondence with Arnauld (excerpts).
November 24: Leibniz, Principles of Nature and of Grace (excerpts).

November 29: Leibniz, New System of Nature.
December 1: Leibniz, New System of Nature (continued).

December 6: Leibniz, Monadology.
December 7: Leibniz, Monadology (continued). Final Paper Due!

STATEMENT CONCERNING PLAGARISM

The most common offense under the Academic Code of Conduct is plagiarism which the
Code defines as “the presentation of the work of another person as one’s own or without
proper acknowledgement.”

This could be material copied word for word from books, journals, internet sites,
professor’s course notes, etc. It could be material that is paraphrased but closely
resembles the original source. It could be the work of a fellow student, for example, an
answer on a quiz, data for a lab report, a paper or assignment completed by another
student. It might be a paper purchased through one of the many available sources.
Plagiarism does not refer to words alone - it can also refer to copying images, graphs,
tables, and ideas. “Presentation” is not limited to written work. It also includes oral
presentations, computer assignments and artistic works. Finally, if you translate the work
of another person into French or English and do not cite the source, this is also
plagiarism.

In Simple Words:

Do not copy, paraphrase or translate anything from anywhere without saying from
where you obtained it!

SOME NAMES AND ADDRESSES THAT MAY BE OF  HELP:

• Professor David Morris, Chair, Department of Philosophy
(davimorr@alcor.concordia.ca)

• Concordia Counselling and Development offers career services, psychological services,
student learning services, etc.
http://cdev.concordia.ca/

• The Concordia Library Citation and Style Guides
http://library.concordia.ca/help/howto/citations.html

• Advocacy and Support Services
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http://supportservices.concordia.ca/

• Student Transition Centre
http://stc.concordia.ca/

• New Student Program
http://newstudent.concordia.ca/

• Access Centre for Students with Disabilities
http://supportservices.concordia.ca/disabilities/

• Student Success Centre
http://studentsuccess.concordia.ca/

• The Academic Integrity Website
http://provost.concordia.ca/academicintegrity/

• Financial Aid and Awards
http://faao.concordia.ca/main


